
 

 
 

Student Assent Form for 
Participation in Next Generation CPAs study 

 
The Redlands High Health and Recreation Training (HEART) Academy offers students the chance to be a part of a 
small learning community focused on business. The academy experience includes career-focused learning 
experiences in and outside of school. This year, the HEART Academy is taking part in a state-wide research study to 
determine whether California Partnership Academies (CPA) help students do better in high school, college, and in 
their early careers. You do not have to participate in this study, but we hope you will agree to allow us to collect 
information about your high school and college experiences, and future earnings so we can learn how the academy 
impacts students. The school district is neither sponsoring nor conducting this research. MDRC will publish results 
at www.mdrc.org. Since this is a long-term study, results will be published periodically over the next 12 years.  
 
Study Procedures 

• Each year, there are a limited number of spots available in the HEART Academy. Because of this, some 
students are not able to participate in it. To be as fair as possible, students who apply will be placed in a 
lottery to determine whether or not they will be offered a seat in the academy. All eligible students will 
have the same chance to get into this program. Whether or not you agree to be in the study will not affect 
your chances of being selected in the lottery to participate in the program.  

• All students who agree and whose parents allow them, will be included in the research study, whether they 
win a seat in the academy or not. 

• Students who are not chosen to participate in the academy may take part in any other programs at the 
school. 

• To learn about the impact of the academy on your high school, college, and career experiences, we will 
collect data about you, including your gender, race and ethnicity, special education and English proficiency 
status, receipt of free and reduced price meals, high school attendance, course grades, high school 
graduation, college enrollment and whether you earn any certificates or degree. We will also collect 
months employed and earnings after high school.  

• You will also be asked to complete a survey during the spring of your senior year of high school which will 
ask about some of your experiences in high school.   

 
Confidentiality 

• Any information collected about you for this study will be kept confidential and used only for research. The 
study team will remove students’ names and identification numbers from our files and use a special study 
code for each student in the study. When we report results of the study, we will never discuss any 
individual student, and we will never report student or school names. We have developed strong 
procedures to help keep your information confidential. We will not share it with anyone.  However, if we 
learn that you intend to harm yourself or others, we are required to share this information with someone 
who can help you.     

 
Please see second page on back—Response requested  

http://www.mdrc.org/


 

 
Benefits 

• The results of this study will add to our knowledge about Career Academies. Although you will receive no 
direct benefit from participating in the study, you may enjoy participating, and feel proud for being 
involved in a research project that could help improve your school and district’s academies, as well as have 
an impact on students nationwide. 

Risks 
• The risks to you for participating in this study are very small and not more than risks you encounter every 

day. The survey will only ask about school programs and activities you participate in, and you will not have 
to answer questions that you do not want to answer. 

• There is no penalty for not participating in this study. Even if you do not participate in the study, you will 
still be allowed to enter the lottery for a seat in the academy, and have an equal chance to win one. 
 

Leaving the Study 
• You may withdraw from the study at any time without penalty or prejudice against receiving other services 

from the academy or from your school.  
 

If you have any questions about this study, you may contact Susan Sepanik, the Study Director at MDRC, at (510) 
844-2238., or Susan.Sepanik@mdrc.org. 
 

 
I have read this form, or had it read or explained to me, and I agree to be in this study. 

 
Student Signature:___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Print Name:_____________________________________________________ Date: ______________ 
 
 
 
Career Interest 
 
As part of this study, we are interested in learning about your career interests, and would like to understand your 
interest in the HEART Academy.  Your answer to this question will not influence your chances of winning a seat in 
the academy lottery. Please circle one answer. 
 
Please tell us, how interested you are in a future career in health? 
 
1) Not very interested   2) Somewhat interested   3) Very interested   4) Extremely interested  



 
 

 
 

Parent/Guardian Consent Form for Participation in Next Generation CPAs study 
 

The Health and Recreation Training (HEART) Academy at Redlands High offers students the chance 
to be a part of a small learning community offering curricula that are integrated across subjects and 
a career theme, and including career-focused learning experiences both in and outside of school. 
This year, the HEART Academy is taking part in a state-wide research study to determine whether 
California Partnership Academies (CPA) help students do better in high school, college, and in their 
early careers. Participation in the research study is voluntary, but we hope you will agree to allow 
your child to participate so we can collect information that will help us understand the impact of 
these academies on academic and work success. The school district is neither sponsoring nor 
conducting this research. MDRC will publish results at www.mdrc.org. Since this is a long-term 
study, results will be published periodically over the next 12 years. This form asks you to grant 
permission for your child to participate in this study.  
 

Study Procedures 
• There are a limited number of spots available in the HEART Academy each year, which 

means some eligible students are not able to participate in it. To be as fair as possible, 
eligible applicants will participate in a lottery to determine whether or not they will be able 
to enroll in the academy. This means all eligible students will have the same chance to get 
into this program. Whether or not you agree to allow your child to be in the study will not 
affect his or her chances of being selected to participate in the program.  

• All students with parental consent will be included in the research study, including both 
students who are selected by the lottery to enter the academy and those who are not 
selected to participate in the academy. 

• Students who are not selected to participate in the academy may take part in any other 
programs at the school in which they have an opportunity to participate. 

• To learn about the impact of academies on students’ high school, college, and employment 
outcomes, researchers will collect administrative data. Information that will be collected 
about each participant will include: gender, race and ethnicity, special education and limited 
English proficiency status, receipt of free and reduced price lunch, attendance, course 
performance, discipline, high school graduation, college enrollment and certificate or 
degree attainment, and months employed, sector of employment, and wages.  

• In order to be able to collect the necessary data records, once you have given consent, we 
will send you a secure electronic form by email asking you to provide your child’s date of 
birth and Social Security Number, as well as a few other questions about your child. These 
pieces of information will be stored throughout the study period in secure, password 
protected files that only authorized researchers trained in secure data management 
processes will be able to access.  

• As part of the study, students will also be asked to complete a survey during the spring of 
their senior year of high school which will ask about some of their experiences in high 
school.   

• At the end of the study, a data file will be created that other researchers can request to 
analyze. This data set will be anonymous and will not include any identifiable information 
about participants.   

http://www.mdrc.org/


 
Confidentiality 

• All information collected for this study will be kept confidential and used only for research. 
The study team will remove students’ names and identification numbers from the data files 
and use a special study code for each study participant. When we report findings of the 
study, we will never discuss individual study participants, and we will never report individual 
student names. We use procedures that protect information against disclosure, and we will 
not share individual information with anyone.  Every effort will be made to keep research 
records confidential. However, if we learn that your child intends to harm him/herself or 
others, we are required to notify someone who can help.     

 

Benefits, Risks, and Withdrawal from the Study 
• The results of this study will add to our knowledge about the effectiveness of Career 

Academies. Although students will receive no direct benefit from participating in the study, 
they may enjoy participating in the research activities and take pride in being involved in a 
research project that could contribute to improvements in academies and have an impact 
on students nationwide. 

• The risks to your child from participating in this study are very small and not more than the 
risks encountered in daily life. The survey will only ask about the types of school programs 
and activities the student participated in, and no student has to answer survey questions 
that he/she does not want to answer. 

• There is no penalty for not participating in this study. Eligible students not participating in 
the study will still be able to participate in the lottery and have an equal chance to 
participate in the academy. 

• Participants may withdraw from the study at any time, by calling the study director (phone 
number below), without penalty or prejudice against further services they might receive 
from the academy or school in general.  
 

If you have any questions about this study or your child’s participation in this research, you may 
contact Susan Sepanik, the Study Director at MDRC, at (510) 844-2238, Susan.Sepanik@mdrc.org.  

 

For Parent/Guardian: 
Please indicate YES or NO with an X in the appropriate box below. 

[   ]    YES, I give permission for my child to     
          participate in this study. 

[   ]    NO, I do not give permission for my     
          child to participate in this study. 

 

Print Name of Parent/Guardian: _____________________________________________________ 
 

Parent/Guardian Signature: __________________________________________Date___/___/___ 
 

Print Name of Student:  ____________________________________________________________ 
 

Parent Phone Number (_____)_____-_________ Parent Email Address: _____________________
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